
Staynor Hall Reading spine

Within this document there are two reading spines which we use at Staynor Hall Community Primary to 
support the teaching and learning of reading and writing.

o EYFS Reading Rainbow

 The reading rainbow is a program developed to ensure the children are exposed to a variety of texts throughout their time in 
EYFS at Staynor Hall. The texts will expose the children to a range of different cultures. The children will develop a love of 
reading and be able to retell stories. The children will develop their listening and speaking skills through these sessions. 

o   Read Aloud  Reading Spine
We would like all children to develop a love of reading and understand which books they enjoy and why. There is a reading spine 
for Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. Within each spine there is a large collection of books which aim to 
provide depth and breadth to the children’s reading.        

o   Class topic novels and Inspiring texts
Within our reading spine we have included books to support the development of background knowledge and provide additional 
reading linked to our curriculum. There is a spine for each year group. These are recommendations which will enrich the 
teaching of the topic. These books will support the teaching of specific subject areas, whole class reading or they can be 
accessed independently by the children. 



Staynor Hall Tiny Steps Reading Rainbow



Staynor Hall Esk Reading Rainbow



Staynor Hall Reception Reading Rainbow



Read Aloud Reading Spine
The read aloud reading spine – fiction books was developed from Doug Lemov’s work “Reading Reconsidered”. In his book, he points out that 
there are five types of texts that children should have access to in order to successfully navigate reading with confidence. The idea is that in 
each year, a child will cover all 5 plagues of reading so that, by the time they reach year 6 and beyond, they have a good understanding of all of 
them and are able to access more complex books expected of them in secondary schools. The 5 plagues of reading are: Archaic, Non-linear, 
Narratively complex, Symbolic/figurative and resistant. At Staynor Hall we have also added an additional category of diverse texts, which 
feature characters which are traditionally underrepresented in children’s books. They also these reflect and celebrate a wide range of 
heritages and they include a range of captivating and inclusive stories by creators of colour.  We have also included non-fiction texts that are 
linked to background knowledge and provide additional reading opportunities. 
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Books which reflect and celebrate a wide range of heritages and feature characters that are traditionally 
underrepresented



Year A KS1



Year 1 and Year 2-What happened 
in the Great fire of London?

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2-Where does our 
food come from?



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2- 
Where do we live?



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2- How has 
Britain changed since 1960?

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Beatles-Mick-Manning/dp/1847804519/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8I5140RK572S&keywords=the+beatles+mick+manning&qid=1704387282&s=books&sprefix=the+beatles+m%2Cstripbooks%2C2544&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/1960s-Children-History-Jackson-Bedford/dp/1445106159


Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2-What was life like 
when Queen Victoria ruled?



Year A LKS2



Year 3 and Year 
4- How did our 
homes end up 

where they are?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and 4- 
Is everybody 

the same?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and 
Year 4-How did 

the Romans 
change Britain?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 
4-What’s life 
like in Poland?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 
4- Who were the 

Mayans?



Year A UKS2



Year 5 and Year 
6- Were they 
really human?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- What makes a 

home?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- How is the 

world connected?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- Who were the 

original 
Olympians?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- Is it a 

wonderful world 
of work?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year B KS1



Year 1 and Year 2- Did my 
grown ups play with the same 

toys as me?

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 
2- How do we 
look after our 
world and how 
does our world 
look after us?



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2- 
How did we get 

into space?



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2 
Is China similar to 

where I live?



Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 1 and Year 2- 
Was Humpty 
Dumpty real?



Year B LKS2



Year 3 and Year 4- What 
was prehistoric Britain 

like?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 4- Can the 
community be your team?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 4- 
When is Mother 
Earth not kind?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 4- How has Selby 
Abbey changed through the years?



Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry

Year 3 and Year 4- Were the 
Anglo-Saxons better farmers or 

warriors?



Year B UKS2



Year 5 and Year 
6- Who suffered 

in WW2?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- Why is the 
view from our 

window changing?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6-Were the 

Vikings really 
violent?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- What is life 
like in Brazil?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry



Year 5 and Year 
6- When is 

mother earth not 
kind?

Whole class reading- Class novel

Reading aloud novel

Inspiring texts

Poetry


